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HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE: 
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current SMALL ENTITY status: 



A. If the status is changed, pay twice the amount of the 
FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and 
Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

B. If the status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown 
above. 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or 



B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with, 
payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above. 

II. Part B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and returned to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) with your 
ISSUE FEE. Even if the ISSUE FEE has already been paid by charge to deposit account, Part B Issue Fee Transmittal 
should be completed and returned. If you are charging the ISSUE FEE to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part 
B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be complete^ and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give application number and batch number. 
Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 

maintenance fees. It is patentee 's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance 
fees when due. 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresp ondence ■ , address - S . 
A.. Cairns being a^lo^ble^^ROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR ^^^^S,SSA SSL'SSffh due course. 

initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . E| This communications responsive to ^onHment fi received on 1 2/28/00 and ex interviewon 1/12/01. . 

2. S The allowed claiplfs) is/are 93-107 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a)D All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(e). 

6 n Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why 
U ^^TS^hSidML A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7. El Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Rev.ew( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. 4. 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the examiner. 



(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The drawings 
should be 9 filed as a separate pajer with a transmittal letter addressed to the Offical Draftsperson. 

8 □ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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7D Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 
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1 An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 



\ 

0 



Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Frederick S. Burkhart on 1/12/1. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

a) cancel claims 108-112, 

b) amend claims 93 and 100 as follows: 

Please amend claims 93 and 100 as follows: 




^(Twice Amended) Apparatus for controlling vehicle equipment, comprising: 
an imaging device for capturing an image of a front seat of an interior of the 
vehicle and outputting image data corresponding thereto; [and] 

a processor which (i) receives the image data output from the imaging device, (ii) 
compares the received image data with stored image data, and (iii) outputs a vehicle 
equipment control signal based on the comparison; 

[wherein said apparatus substantially insensitive to changes in lighting conditions 
surrounding said imaging apparatus] and 

said processor modifying sairi stored image data in a ccord ance with a light le vel 
present in saiH interior of said w hirls thereby rendering said apparatus substantially 
incgnsitiv/e to general lighti n g renditions, s *n a pparatus being sensitive to 
movement within said interior of said vehicle. 
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1 Q^wicw Amended) Apparatus for controlling activation of an airbag in a vehicle, 
/comprising: 

an imaging device disposed in a front portion of a vehicle compartment for 
imaging a front seat of said vehicle compartment and outputting image information 
corresponding to occupancy of the vehicle front seat; [and] 

a processor which (i) receives the image information from the imaging device, (ii) 
compares the received image information with stored image information corresponding 
to the vehicle front seat, and (iii) outputs an inhibit signal inhibiting activation of the 
airbag when the comparison determines the occupancy of the vehicle front seat is within 

a predetermined class; 

[wherein said processor modifies said stored image information for slowly 

changing light levels] and 

gai H pmrrasnr modifying said stored imao* information in accordance with a light 
leyej present in said vehicle compartm ent, thereby rendering said apparatus 
subsjantiaH y. insensitive to general lighting c onditions, said apparatus being sensitive 
to movement within said vehicle com partment. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 

The claims are allowable over the prior art for at least the reason that the prior art 
fails to reasonably teach or suggest said processor modifying said stored image data in 
accordance with a light level present in said interior of said vehicle, thereby rendering 
said apparatus substantially insensitive to general lighting conditions, said apparatus 
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being sensitive to movement within said interior of said vehicle as set forth in the 
claimed combination. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

CONTACT INFORM A TION 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Group 2870 by facsimile 
transmission. Papers should be faxed to Group 2870 via the PTO Fax center located in 
the Crystal Plaza 4. Faxing of such papers must conform with the notice published in 
the official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The CP-4 Fax Center number is 
(703) 308-7722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to M. Sikder whose telephone number is (703) 305-5471. 



MOHAMMAD SIKDER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Monday, January 15, 2001 



a TTACHMFNT TO AND MODIFICA TION OF 
NOTICE OF ALLOWA BILITY (PTO-37) 
(November, 2000) 

NO EXTENSIONS OF TIME ARE PERMITTED TO FILE 
CORRECTED OR FORMAL DRAWINGS, OR A SUBSTITUTE 
OATH OR DECLARATION, notwithstanding any indication to the 
contrary in the attached Notice of Allowability (PTO-37). 

If the following language appears on the attached Notice of Allowability, the 
portion lined through below is of no force and effect and is to be ignored : 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to 
ABANDONMENT of this application Gxtonaons of tunc may bo obt niuoa unacr me prum-urn. u. 

Similar language rppearing in any attachments to the Notice of Allowability, 
such as in an Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in a Notice of 
Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, is also to be ignored. 



1 The language which is crossed out is contrary to amended 37 CFR 1.85(c) and 1.136. Sec . "Changes to 
I^SS^U Business Goa/s", 65 Fed Re g . 54603. 54629. 5464 1 1. 54670. 54674 (September 8. 
2000), 1238 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 77, 99, 1 10, 135, 139 (September 19. 2000). 



